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State of Delaware 

Water Infrastructure Advisory Council 
5 E. Reed Street, Suite 200 
Dover, Delaware    19901 

Telephone:  (302) 739-9941 
  FAX: (302) 739-2137 

 

Minutes of the 138th Meeting 

 

June 21, 2017 

 

The Water Infrastructure Advisory Council held a public meeting on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 9:00 

a.m., at Kent County Administrative Complex, 555 S. Bay Road, Conference Room 220, Dover, 

Delaware. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Jeffrey Bross, Chairman 

Hans Medlarz, Vice-Chair 

Richard Duncan 

Charles Anderson 

Jen Adkins 

Bruce W. Jones 

Eugene Dvornick 

Andy Burger 

Michael Harmer 

Lt. Col. Douglas D. Riley 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Jeffrey Flynn 

David Baker 

 

OTHERS PRESENT WERE: 

Terry Deputy, Environmental Finance 

Greg Pope, Environmental Finance 

Laura Rafferty, Environmental Finance 

Davison Mwale, Environmental Finance 

Robert C. Burns, Environmental Finance 

Frank Paquette, Environmental Finance 

Keith Kooker, Environmental Finance 

Reza Moqtaderi, Environmental Finance 

Laura Robbins, Environmental Finance 

Dave Schepens, DNREC 

James Sullivan, DNREC 

Anita Beckel, DNREC 

Heather Warren, DHSS/DPH 

Thom May, DHSS/DPH 

Ken Branner, Artesian Water 
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Chris Brendza, JMT 

Bob LaFontaine, City of Dover 

Winter Wong, City of Dover 

John Heichel, Allied Control Services 

David Athey, AECOM 

Nichole Davis, KCI 

Mike Gilbert, WRA 

Andrew Lyons, GMB 

JB Moore, Tetratech 

Andrew Jakubowitch, Kent County 

 

CALL TO ORDER PUBLIC MEETING: 

 

Meeting came to order at 9:00am.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

 

Motion made by Mr. Dvornick, seconded by Mr. Duncan to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –Public Hearing April 19,2017: 

 

Motion made by Mr. Burger, seconded by Mr. Dvornick to approve the April 19, 2017 public hearing 

minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –Public Meeting April 19,2017: 
 

Motion made by Mr. Jones, seconded by Ms. Adkins to approve the April 19, 2017 public meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

WIAC-INFORMATIONAL: 

 

New Environmental Finance Employee-Laura Robbins 

 

Laura Robbins introduced herself to the WIAC.  She is the new Fiscal Management Analyst with 

DNREC’s Environmental Finance. 

 

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) Asset Management (AM) Program Project 

Development Process 

 

Michael Harmer, a WIAC member and WSSC employee, gave a presentation on WSSC’s Asset 

Management Program.  WSSC has full-time staff to work on Asset Management: Mr. Harmer is a group 

leader and has 75 people that work under him.  WSSC’s AM covers water facilities, wastewater facilities, 

water buried assets, wastewater buried assets, support services facilities, water networks, and wastewater 

networks.  Topics discussed were asset management plan outcomes, Nessie Curve, capital project 

development process, e-Builder, business case, risk, and cost savings.  For a copy of the presentation 

please contact Michael Harmer at mike.harmer@wsscwater.com. 
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John Heichel, a systems engineer from Allied Control Services, Inc. (West Point, PA) presented the 

following: 

Drinking Water Innovation and Technology Grant 

Cybersecurity Initiative-City of Wilmington 

 

Allied Control Services, Inc. worked with the City of Wilmington on a cybersecurity evaluation.  Mr. 

Heichel discussed the various phases of the Assessment Process, and the SCADA (Supervisory Control 

and Data Acquisition) System Cyber Security Assisted Assessment Tool.  There were 123 questions for 

the assessment: 27 were flagged as vulnerabilities and 37 showed remediations.  Some students from the 

Howard School of Technology were given a presentation and taken on a plant tour.  

 

Terry Deputy presented the following: 

 

CWSRF Project Eligibilities 
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Terry Deputy presented the following: 

 

 Proposed Wastewater and Drinking Water Statewide Facility Needs Assessment Updates 

The Wastewater and Drinking Water Subcommittees will assist with the future needs assessments for 

Wastewater and Drinking Water to ensure that they have similar data output. 

Council Charge: To develop and periodically update a nonbinding comprehensive, statewide water 

supply and wastewater facilities assessment to be presented in 3 sections, 1 for each county. 

  Greg Pope will work with the WIAC Wastewater and Drinking Water Subcommittees to develop 

a separate common Scopes of Work, and RFPs   

 CWSRF and DWSRF 2017 Workshop-July 14,
, 
2017 – 10:00am to 12:00 noon at Kent County 

Administrative Complex, Conference Room  220, Dover, DE  

 2017 CWSRF and DWSRF Project Notices-of-Intent will be due August 14,
, 
2017 

 The CWSRF and DWSRF FY 2017 Project Priority Lists and Intended Use Plans have been 

approved. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Keith Kooker presented the following: 

 

City of Dover 

  Delaware Tech Pump Station Project 

Silver Lake Pump Station Project 

Walker Woods Pump Station Project 
 

Project Description 
The City of Dover is requesting a total of $1,388,000 to replace three existing pump stations.  The 

existing recessed wet well pump stations are to be replaced with new skid mounted suction lift pumps.  

These replacements will include a new pumping system, controls, float system and SCADA.  In addition, 

the existing wet well is to be inspected and rehabilitated if needed.      

Environmental Review 
Technical reviews of the loan applications’ PER and EID revealed no environmental impacts anticipated 

from the proposed projects.  These projects all qualified for categorical exclusions. 

Project Schedule 
Start of Construction – July 2018 

Completion of Construction – January 2019  

 

Robert Burns presented the following: 

 

Project Budget 

 

Del Tech Pump 

Station   
Silver Lake Pump 

Station   
Walker Woods 

Pump Station   

     a. Administration $0   $0   $0   

     b. Engineering $52,000   $52,000   $52,000   

     c. Construction $450,000   $462,000   $476,000   

          i. Construction and Installation $450,000   $462,000   $476,000   

     d. Contingencies $0   $0   $0   

          Total $502,000   $514,000   $528,000   
 

Source of Funds 

 

Del Tech Pump 

Station   
Silver Lake Pump 

Station   
Walker Woods 

Pump Station 

City of Dover Reserve Funds $52,000   $52,000   $52,000 

Proposed WPCRF Loan $450,000   $462,000   $476,000 

 

Affordability Analysis 

The new projects result in a user rate estimated at $599 per EDU for wastewater, which is 1.31% of 

MHI.  

Due to the low annual expense for these projects and the high number of EDU’s associated with 

them, the potential effect on individual user rates is minimal.  

The increase is estimated at just $6.81 annually per EDU. The City does not anticipate any rate 

increase as a result of these projects.  

The proposed projects have a combined user rate of 1.91% for both wastewater and drinking water.   

Thus, the projects are considered affordable. 
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Proposed Loan Terms 

 The proposed loans will be secured by a Revenue Pledge of the City’s water utility revenues. 

 2% interest, 20 year term 

 During construction semi-annual installments of 2% interest only payments will be made by the 

City.  

 Upon project completion, principal and interest payments shall be paid semi-annually in an 

amount sufficient to amortize the outstanding principal balance over the 20-year term.  

 

Reommendation: 

Environmental Finance, Office of the Secretary, recommends Council approval and recommendation of 

three CWSRF Binding Loan Commitments in the amount of $450,000 for the Del Tech Pump Station 

Project, $462,000 for the Silver Lake Pump Station Project and $476,000 for the Walker Woods Pump 

Station Project to the City of Dover. The City will be required to pay 2% interest during project 

construction paid semi-annually. Upon completion, principal and interest payments shall be paid semi-

annually in an amount sufficient to amortize the outstanding principal balance over the 20-year term. 

 

Motion made by Vice-Chair Medlarz, seconded by Lt. Col Riley to approve the three CWSRF Binding 

Commitments for the City of Dover: Del Tech Pump Station ($450,000); Silver Lake Pump Station 

Project ($462,000);Walker Woods Pump Station ($476,000).  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Jim Sullivan presented the following: 

 

Surface Water Matching Planning Grants 

Award Recommendations (May 2017 submittal) 

 

A press release was issued on April 28, 2017.  The Grant Proposals were due on May 24, 2017.  On June 

12, 2017, all 3 grant applications were reviewed and ranked: they were considered eligible and 

acceptable.  

The following grants recommendations are offered to the Water Infrastructure Advisory Council for 

approval.   

 

#1  Final Score 97 - City of Newark 

Stormwater Management Facility at the former Caesar Rodney Dormitory Complex 
Planning feasibility study to appropriately size a stormwater management facility and necessary best 

management practices for water quality improvements on the former Caesar Rodney dormitory site.  

The City has been approved for a Project Planning Advance for this project. 

Project Cost: $100,000   Recommended Grant Award: $50,000 

 

#2  Final Score 90- New Castle County Department of Special Services 

Chestnut Valley Stream Stabilization Study 

Stream stabilization and restoration study within the development of Chestnut Valley. The stream 

receives runoff from approximately 140 acres. The streambank is eroding and the inline basins are 

receiving heavy sediment loads.  Stream stabilization will improve stream water quality and habitat while 

reducing the ongoing maintenance burden of the stormwater management facilities to heavy 

sedimentation. 

Project Cost: $50,000   Recommended Grant Award: $25,000 

 

#3  Final Score 80- Town of Fenwick Island 

Drainage and Water Quality Design for Bayard Street 
This design will include water quality improvements in conjunction with solving existing drainage issues 

through stormwater retrofits, and implementing green technology. The project location is Bayard Street 

from Route 1 to the intersection of Bayard Street Extension.  This project was identified from a prior 

SWMPG which mapped the existing stormwater infrastructure and deficiencies within the Town. 
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Project Cost: $13,000      Recommended Grant Award: $6,500 

 

Motion made by Mr. Duncan, seconded by Mr. Burger to approve the Surface Water Matching Planning 

Grants: City of Newark ($50,000; New Castle County ($25,000); Town of Fenwick Island ($6,500).  

Motion carried unanimously.   

 

Terry Deputy presented the following: 

 

2018 Recommended CWSRF and DWSRF Non-Federal Administrative Accounts-Allocations 
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Mr. Burger made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Medlarz for a recommendation to the Secretary to 

have comparability between the CWSRF and DWSRF programs.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

REPORTS 

 

 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORTS 

 

Greg Pope presented the following: 

 

Project Updates 

 

Sussex County – Angola North Sewer Expansion  

Construction – Contract awarded to Pact One, LLC; notice to proceed May 21, 2017 

 

Rehoboth Beach – Ocean Outfall, Force Main and Pump Station Project 

Permitting – Secretary’s order signed on May 25, 2017 to authorize 5 DNREC permits; bidding begins in 

June 2017 

 

DNREC Parks and WHS - NVF Yorklyn Site: OU-1 Wetland Project Construction – 85% complete  
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Sussex County – Route 54 Expansion of Fenwick Island SSD  

Bidding – Pre-bid meeting held June 1, 2017; bid opening on June 20, 2017 

 

Frank Paquette presented the following: 

Cash Flow 

 

 

 

 

Wastewater:  Met and discussed the Wastewater Needs Analysis; will be a future discussion on 

standardization and methodology.  There may be some applications to submit at a later date.      

 

Surfacewater:  Met and discussed: the projects that were presented in today’s meeting and the eligibility 

of counties and municipalities for water quality projects: it was decided to keep the current eligibility 

restrictions.       

 

Finance: Met on Tuesday, June 6, 2017.  Mr. Burger stated that the items discussed were presented at 

today’s WIAC meeting. 

 

Drinking Water:  Communicated electronically.  There will be a meeting after today’s WIAC meeting to 

discuss the Statewide Assessments with Bruce Jones. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Carrie DeSimone recommended attending the Tri-Association Conference in 

Ocean City, MD (August 29-September 1, 2017). 

 

GOOD OF THE COUNCIL:   Chairman Bross is working with the Governor’s office to get the 

reappointment of WIAC members whose terms have expired, and to get the WIAC member vacancy 

filled. 

  

MEETING ADJOURNMENT:  Motion made by Mr. Dvornick, seconded by Mr. Duncan to adjourn the 

meeting.  Chairman Bross adjourned the meeting at 11:10am.  The next WIAC meeting is August 16, 

2017 to be held at Kent County Administrative Complex, Conference Room 220, 555 Bay Road, Dover, 

DE at 9:00am.     


